Mount Airy Chamber Meeting  4/6/06

Meeting began 8:05 am

In attendance:  

Tom Neff – MSCC

Denny Ahalt – NWSB

Marlene Titus – Carroll Co Community College

Audrey Stapf

Kaye Kolb – Rohrbaugh’s 

Amy Green-Phillips – Acupuncture Center

Ellie Bonde – Blossom & Basket

Kerry Turner – Frederick News-Post

Bob Cage – Brahma Technologies

Leslie Brenneman – Costco

Archie Rogers – Rogers Engraving 

Carol Blackburn – Gazette

Tim Slane – Tim’s Lawn & Landscape

Howard LeRoux – Mt Airy Dent Repair

Ramzy Nassar – Costco

Carol Cahall – The Main Event

Keir Knight – Plain English Writing & Design

Jim Jones – The Credit Card Store

Aaron Kahn – Eclipse Security

Sandy Shumate - Bezalel Design

Marsha Carmack – The Job Shop Printing

Ray Miller – Remax

Melinda Byrd – Byrdcall Studio

Steve Rose – Torn 2 Shredz

Ken Matthews – Freedom Carpet Cleaning

Gail Slane – Forever Flowers

Harry Johnson – Aflak

Sam Smith - Advanced Pest Solutions

Dianne Ryan – Jeremy Foundation

Steve Edmondson – Catonsville Homes

DJ Fenton – Stauffer Funeral Homes

Tim Barkley – Barkley Law Office

Anne Winklebower – Arbonne International

Filomena Thompson – Events Made Simple

Tamarah Clark – Jeanne Bussard

Russ Mullinix – Diversified Application

Tom Watkins – Watkins Limousines

Chantele  -  Carroll County Times

Paul Clay – Remax

William Fries – It’s Got to be Green Lawnscapes

Tim Barkley moved to pass minutes, Ellie Bonde accepted.  Minutes accepted as posted.

Finance Committee 

Balance as of 3/31/06 is $40549.11.

The $500 contribution to Poplarville Mississippi Chamber of Commerce was given in the past month.  This was a donation in light of Hurricane Katrina.

Government Relations

Candidates Debate

7:00 April 18th, Parrs Ridge Elementary

If anyone has any additional questions that they would like to be posed to the candidates, get them to Carol Blackburn prior to Monday morning.

Social Committee

Business Card Exchanges.  If you are interested in sponsoring an event, let Leslie know. 

Next Card Exchange is 4/25 4-7pm

Please RSVP if you will be coming to the 5/9 exchange.

There will be a charity tournament to benefit the Jeremy Foundation and the Erik Lerch Foundation.  This will be 6/8 starting at 8am.

Membership

19 new members – brings membership to 269 members.

Give Audrey your business card to put on the board if she hasn’t done so already.

Carroll Commissioner Debate

Until Plan 1 is official, this is on hold.  As soon as everything is finalized, Tim will begin planning on the debate.

Carroll County Chamber

Upcoming events were put out to the e-mail list, and are also available on the website.

Ambassadors

 Immediately following today’s meeting, there will be a new member orientation – please join us.  

The Ambassador’s committee has been working on a folder for the Chamber.  The recommendation is for the folder to be done by Valley Graphics.  The interior will hold information sheets, created and printed by Keir Knight, Plain English Writing & Design, featuring Committee information, Calendar of Events, Officers/contact info, and a membership application form.  

Costs involved to create 1000 folders:

Folder $649

Interior sheets – creative $260, printing approx $320

Total:  $1224

Archie Rogers moved to approve the printing, Howard LeRoux seconded.  Clarification – Tim Barkley clarified that we are approving the production of the folders for “around” $1224 (price may fluctuate a little bit depending on design time involved).  Jim Jones asked for a description again of the interior sheets.  Motion Passed.

Professional Development

3rd workshop is coming up on Guerilla Marketing.  Info is on the website.  

Advertising & Marketing

Keir passed around a binder of recent advertising and article coverage.  

Send Keir your profile for the website if you haven’t already.  

Keir is looking for sponsors for the website – if you are interested, let him know.

Keir had signs made up for expos and fairs – one for the chamber and one for the phone book.  There will be a meeting on 4/13 between the 4 newspaper reps and Keir so we can come up with a plan for group advertising.

Tim and Carol mentioned a thank you to Keir for all of the work that he has put in on the website.

Business Fair

Ellie has lined up some family entertainment.  There will be a face painter, a dance company, K9 Dog demonstration, gymnastics, and karate demonstrations.

The committee has decided to spend up to $2,500 to help MAYAA with 

their new field usage fees. For every dollar donated by visitors to 

the Fair, the Chamber will add a matching amount - up to a total of 

$2,500. The goal is to raise $5,000 - the full amount needed by MAYAA 

- with half the money coming from visitors and half from the Chamber. 

The Chamber money will come from the Business Fair budget - not from 

general funds.
The Fair will be 4/29 at the Carnival grounds.  All tables are sold.

Steve Rose needs help passing out brochures and posters.  If you would like to volunteer to help, let him know.  

Archie wanted to clarify that in Denny’s budget, the business fair money shown is all committed.

Volunteers are still needed to help with set up on Friday and Saturday.

Howard needs to know by the 15th how much space people in the parking lot will need for their displays.

Committee meeting is next Wed 8am at Burger King.

Scoreboard at Parrs Ridge

The scoreboard is being delivered, so we are close to installation.

Scholarship Committee

Members – Melinda Byrd, Aaron Kahn, Brian Pellino, Howard LeRoux, and Tim Slane.

Topics to be worked on:

Amount, timing, eligibility, application process, sponsorships, selection process

There will be a committee meeting following today’s meeting, so if you have input, see Tim.

GMACC written Policy and Procedures

Tim Barkley e-mailed the proposed Policy and Procedures (see addendum on website at http://www.mtairybusiness.com/minutes.htm).  The Executive committee felt that it is important to put some of the policies for things we do into writing and into place as formal policy and procedures.

Chamber Expenditures

Committee Budget Expenditures

Member Expenditures

Member Services

Copies

Charitable Donations

Committee Membership

Grievance Policy

Officer Prizes

Denny Ahalt moved to pass the Written Policy and Procedures,   Ellie Bonde seconded.  Motion passed.

Nominating Committee

Members for the nominating committee are needed.  Audrey is chair, and will be stepping down.  Keir is the only other current member so more members are needed.  Work on this committee is from Aug- Nov.  See Audrey if you are interested.

Announcements

Meeting Adjourned at 9:15

